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Devr. iv. 9. 


TAKE HEED TO THYSELF, AND KEEP THY SOUL DILICTNT-- 
LY, LEST THOU FORGET THE THINGS WHICH THINE 
EYES HAVE SEEN, AND LEST THEY DEPART FROM THY 
HEART ALL THE Days OF THY LIFE: BUT TEACH THEM 
THY sos au THY 10s SONS. | 


HE Bock Rom whetice I have choſen this text, is 
called Deutkzonoty, which ſignifies a repetition 
of the Law: becauſe herein, Moſes, a little before his 
death, and at the eld of the fortieth year from the coming 
out of Egypt, having afferabled the Iſraclites in the plains 
of Moab on the eaſtern ſide of Jordan) recapitulates to 
them all the laws, boch motal and ceremonial, reſpedting 
their polity z and comitiits them to writing for the infor- 
In like manner Joſtius; juſt at the cloſe of his life, aſ- 
ſembled, and delivered his laſt charge to, this people; by 
voir That; Judges ne And both the 
| experienced 


4-43 
experienced faithful men, having recounted . the great 
things which G6D had dong for them as a people, then 
warn and charge them not to have too intimate or unne- 
ceſlary « connection -with the Ce of with the na- 
tions around eſpecially not to intermarry with them, leſſ 
they. ſhould be led into idolatry, and fo provoke the Lord 
to anger. A ſad inſtance of which had very lately hap- 


pened, when Go deſtroyed twenty-ſour thouſand of them „ 
becauſe they had committed fornication with the daughters. | 


ef Moab, and by their means were induced to worſhip 
their Gods. Balak, by the advice of Balaam, uſed this 
ſtratagem to corrupt and deſtroy the Iſraelites, _ he 


e not curſe or hurt them by anyothet means. 


— indeed, goes fo far in his iejunMon, eee 


this matter, as to forbid them even to mention the names. of 
their gods; leſt by fo doing they might be brought inſen- 


fibly and gradually to approve and worſhip them. Here, | 


let us reflect on the progreſs which ſin makes ! Things 
not kimply and in themſclyes evil, are forbidden, becauls, 
they are oceaſions and intreducttons to ſin. When the 
people of the world are civil to us, and we contract a a fag, 
| miliar intercourſe with them, we are in Extreme dangers, 


They prove, as it is expreſſed by. Joſhua, ſnares and tra. 


to us 3 Scourges i in our Alen and thorns in our eyes. There- 
fore he exhorts the Ifraclites to take good heed to themſelves z. 


leſt the Lord's anger ſhould be kindled _ _ and 


þ J 


they at laſt be expelled from that fertile land. 
dm 
This earneſt and pathetic exbortation of Moſes i in ets 1 


Text is is very — and deſerves cur moſt ſeri- 


ous 
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os attention.; It takes; in our duty a8 4 nation. 24 6s | 
ligious people: our duty to God, to ourſelves, to dur 
neighbouts, to our, families, and to paſterity. 1 ſhall 
therefore beg leave to enforce-it upon the preſent audience} 
EE ˙²˙⸗m thay im Inſtonamnt.®" 


20 


I. Take beed unto thyſelf, and keep thy $ oul diligmihy 
Here there are two phraſes,” which imply nearly the ſame. 
thing : for, he that takes heed to himſelf, muſt of conſe 
quence pay A proper and peculiar attention to his Souls 
which is the principal part of himſelf ; but, as Moſes bath 
uſed both in the text; we may r er in x fie 
vat diſtind poinvef view. ban ee e e A009 

I. Take beed to thyſelf. "This may refer to the corned, 
eondut, reſpeing the nations around them; and particus. 
larly the Canaanites, who were "the ald inhabitants of the; 
land. Tf they would obſerve all theſe ſtatutes and laws., 
which God had enjoined ; this would de a mark of their. 
wiſdom | and underflanding in the - fight of the nations and. 
people around; ; who would thence be compelled | to reve». 
rence and find in awe of them; 3 and would fay, Surely, 
this great nation is a wiſe and | underfiand; ng people ! 4 for, 
what nation 1s there fo great, who hath GOD 1 nigh unts 
unto them ? or what nation "bath judgments and | Patutes . 1 
righteous, as ll this Law fer be ore them this day: ? 


»y 


The Jews were ſclefed fred among the other nations 
not becauſe their anceſtors: were better by nature than 
others: but Gon appointed or ſet them apart to be hie 
peculiar people, to put his name among them, that by their 
means others might be led to ac ore and reverence the Go 


N 


of Heaven and by dbſerving their ciretinſpec A 
might be induced alſo to imitate” them, in the practice 
te religion. By their outward conduct, therefore, eß 
might bring honout and reſpect not only to themſelves ay 

v people and à nation; but they would bring glory td 
| Gov, and cauſe his name to be magnified throughout the 


earth. To this purport Cunisr exhorts his followers ; . 
ſaying, Let y your ligbi h ſhine before men, that they may... 
fee your wel, and glorify your Father who is in 97 h 
Heaven. . | . A 
But, they, wete likewiſe to take heed, leſt; in their 1284 c 
; ' courſe with the people around, they ſhould be contaminate h 
; ed or corrupted by them. As they muſt neceffarily have t 
| ſme intercourſe with them, i in traffic and exchanging com- tr 
moqdiities; Herd they were in very great danger of | becom-, cl 
: iog 100 familiar: They might learn their 5050, heit bi 
matitters, and cuſtoms, their ſubtlety and cheating in the b. 


| nidtter bf batgain and file: for, as @ nail icteth faſt de. 
tiveen the joining of the ſtones; ſo dnth ſin frick faſt between 
buying and fellings. They were in danger of catching. 
their ſpirit in many reſpedks : eſpecially by familiar con- 
. verſe; and intermarriages, they might be drawn away td. 
idolatry : therefore Moſes repeats the injunction three | 
times in this chapter; Take good beed to your ſelves, ut 1 
corrupt yourſelves, and make you a. graven image, or the 
likensſs of any thing which God hath forbidden + for be 10 
a jealous Cad, yea, Fehovah is a conſuming fre. And 
Joſhua repeats the ſame charge in theſe emphatical words; 
. | | _ 


-S 


+ Ecclus: xxvii. a, 


(7) 


+—-Take good hrek therefore me thet * 
Jae Jour . 


: Again, they were to qaje dent e pany 
ment and conduct among themſelves. They muſt got 
on] ly walk wiſely towards them that are without; ; but to- 


wards each other, and more eſpecially before their houſes 
holds, They muſt be ſtriẽt in the obſervance of all the 


relative duties ; and each in his particular ſtation endeavoury 
by his example and conduct, to promote the good of tho 
community at large, As well as of thoſe more intimately 
connected with him. This takes in a large field, compre- 
hending all their moral and civil obligations, reſpecting 
their worſhip, and their adherence to juſtice, mercy and 
truth : in ſhort, their whole duty to their neighbour; in- 
cluding not only their intimate friends and acquaintance z | 
but the people of other: natinbs and CEC TO 
Human race, | | | 


2. Keep thy ſoul dilgenth. This may imply their in- 
tercourſe with Go ; their walking as ſeeing Him that 3, or 
inviſible. It includes both their public and private walk + 
their manner of conducting themſelves, whilſt tranſacting 
wal; men, and in public worſhip in the great con- 

: eſpecially their condu& before the Searcher of 
Joins; whs tas Shes fn AN AS CINE 
in the darkeſt receſs, even as in the noon-day. - It is not 
enough to tranſact buſineſs with i integrity and uprightneſs, 
and gain a goo! reputation among men: we muſt not 
only do juſtly, and love merey; but we muſt walk hum- 
bly with our Gov. Tt is not enough to call Gop our 


(89). 
Father and Lord, and worſhip him in the great evihgrs+ 


gation: we muſt do it in ſecret ; we muſt worſhif him in 
Spirit and in Truth ; and do the things which be hath en. 


Joined. Men may carry themſelves with outwar decen- | 
£9, and gain a reputable name among their neigh [ | 


und yet be guilty of ſuch things in ſecret, a 5 an bo- 
| + TRA in the ſight of Gon, * 


Oh what horrid ſcenes are tranſated boch by night F 


und by day; and that even by ſome who are called men of 


a fair character, and very good ſort of people; which will 
Cauſe their acquaintance to ſtand amazed in that day, When 


the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed ! What diaboli+ 

cal practices are perpetrated in this great city every night; 
fuch as might cauſe even the material Sun to ſhroud him - 
ſelf in darkneſs, were he to behold them ! --- 7 be adulterer, 
Faith Job, waiteth for the twilight, ſaying, no eye ſhall See 
me : and disguiztth bis face, Fool that he is | Doth not 
the Omnipreſent and Omniſcient JxHovaHn ſee him? 
What faith David upon this ſubjet? M hitber /hall I go 


Hen thy Spirit; or whither ſhall I flee from thy precence ? 
If IT ascond into heaven, thou art there: if I go dawn in 
bell, thou art there also + If I take the wings of the morn» 


ing, and dwell in the utmoſt parts of the dea; even there thy 
band ſhall lead me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me. He 


then concludes, praying, Search me, O Gul. try my. bearty, 


and examine my thoughts ; : See if there be any wickedness in 
We, and lead me in the way everlatting 4 


| Again: Keep thy Soul diligently ; it ba pearl of inefti 


mable value, committed to thy care: See that thou pre 


ſerve i it; unſpatted and unpolluted : See that thou catchrgot 
| u- 


- 


ty > 
infection from "the people of the world wich whom a 
haſt to do: watch over thy thoughts, for & thoughts are 
heard in heayen;” take care leſt thy, affections be entangy 
led with the things or perſons around you. Her your , 
fectiant upon the things above,” ſaith the Apoſtle; not uh 
whings on the earths Keep thy heart with. all diligence, 
faith Solomone Be nut portater uber men fins > Keep 
thyſelf pure: ſaith St. Paul to Timothy. Be daligent, faith 
St. Peter, that ye may be found of Him in peace; toitholut 
ſpat, and blamele/s. Bleſſed is he, ſaith Chriſt, that watch» 
eth and teepeth his garments, left he walk naked, and they 
ſee his ſhame I 25 1 1 

From all theſe expreſũons it ee, a it is 
to keep a ſtrict and conſtant watch, to ſee what paſſes 
wicain us: to know how matters ſtand detween Go anf 
our Soul: and ſince the heart is deceitful, above all things, 
and deſperately wicked ; to keep a. jealous eye over it (if 
I may ſo ſpeak) leſt it ſhould at any time betray us to the 
foe, This 4s necellary at all times; but never more lo 
than in our-intercourſe with the people of the world, when 
they are very civil to us? we are then in danger of bei 
off our guard, and lulled into a pleaſing but fatal ſecurity, 
Here we ſtand on flippery ground ; where, if we -make a 
falſe ſtep, it not only proves hurtful to ourſelves, but we 
become a ſtumbling-block even to thele W 
harden them againſt religion. 

Keep thy foul diligently : and look not duke the fleſh 
pots of Egypt: Wiſh not for the eaſe, the indolence,/ the 
luxury, the carnal pleaſures, the fleeting enjoyments and 
empty ſhow of what the world calls great or excellent: Seek 
not the applauſe or approbation of your old companions 
in vice: If ye are made free, Sand faſt in that . | 

| | B 8 


( 10 | "3X Be us 
, not entangled . in the yoke of bondage, Acquit 


yourſelves like men: follow them, who through faith and 
patience inherit the promiſes : Endure hardneſs as good 


Soldiers of . Jeſus Chriſt : Take his eaſy yoke upon yo 


and 4 manfully fight under his banner, againſt ſin, the 


« world, and the devil;” till He crown you with victory 


in the end. Tale unto you the whole armour of God; and 


add thereto prayer, watchfulneſs, and perſeverance. Pray 


that Gop would cleanſe your heart, and keep it clean: that 
he would © cleanſe the thoughts of your heart, that you 
e may perfectly love him, and worthily magnify Ris holy 
name.“ And, whilſt Moſes points out here our duty to 
Gov, to our neighbour, and to ourſelves ; and exhorts the 


Iſraelites to the performance thereof ; he tells them in this 


book that Gop will enable them to perform it; and de- 
clares that God would circumciſe their heart, and the beart 
of their ſeed, to love the Lord their God with all tbeir 


heart, and with all their ſoul. Indeed, we may lay it 
down as a rule i in the interpreting of Scripture ; that where 
there is 2 command, there is a promiſe implied ; and where 


there is a promiſe, a condition is implied, though, perhaps, 


not always expreſſed. 


II. Moſes having pointed out their duty, both in a 


public and private capacity, as a people and as individuals: 
and, having exhorted them to the performance thereof; 


adds a caution, or reminds them of -what is worth the at- 
tention of every man and woman upon earth, He calls 
them to remember the Providence and the avenging juſtice 
of God: to recolle& both what Gop had done for them, 
and performed in their ſight ; and exhorts them never to 


forget it: How he had brought them out of Egypt with 
mighty 4 


18 E 
mighty hand, and an outſtretched arm: how he had open- 
ed a paſſage for them through the Red Sea, ſo that they 
went as on dry land; whilſt at the fame time Pharaoh' and 
his hoſts were overwhelmed, in the waves: how he after= 
wards cauſed water to guſh out of the rock, to afford them 

drink; and then fed them with manna in the wilderneſs 

for forty years. He reminds them of the awful fight 
which they had ſeen, at the delivery of the Law from 

Movat Sinai; when there were thunders and lightnings, 

and the whole mount was enveloped with fire and ſmoke ; | 
4 a ſight ſo terrible, that all the people, yea Moſes himſelf” © | 

exceedingly trembled. W 

He reminds them, not only of the many wonderful de- | 
liverances which Gop had wrought out for them, in pu-- 

niſhing their enemies who oppoſed their progreſs : but of 

the awful judgments which he had inflicted upon ſome of 

themſelves, in cauſing the earth to open, and ſwallow up 

Korab, Dathan, and Abiram, together with their families 

and all their ſubſtance, becauſe they murmured againſt 

Gop, and againſt Moſes and Aaron his ſervants. And he 
7, reminds them particularly, in the context, of what their 

tyes had ſeen becauſe of Baaipeor : how twenty-four thou- | 

land had been deſtroyed by a plague; becauſe they had 8 
| commited whoredom and idolatry with the Moabites, "oy | 
* near to the ſpot where they now ſtood. 

Having reminded them of all theſe things; of God's 

providential care over them; of his many and extraordi- 
nary deliverances ; of his anger and deteſtation againſt fin, 
| and his ſevere and awful puniſhment, inflicted even in 

this world upon thoſe that tranſgreis his laws: he then ex- 
horts them never to forget theſe- things, nor let them 


2 from their heart all the days of their life. St. Paul 
B 2 l |; ſpeaks ' 
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don and admonition, as well as for thoſe to whom they 
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| ſpeaks in ſimilar RESORTS to the Chriſtian Hebrew cem 


verts in his day, faying, Take beed, brethren,: ft there be. 
in any of you an cuil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 


living God. Moſes and Paul were well acquainted with 
Kuman nature. They knew how prone mankind: are 0. 


forget the mercies or benefits of Providenee; and how lia 
ble to depart from the living Gon. Forgetfulneſs. leads 


do ingratitude :. but ingratitude is ſo horrible a crime, that 


even the antient. heathens uſed this kind of proverb 
you ſay a man is ungrateful,, you. fay all g. i. c. it c. 


prehends in it all other crimes. 


Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe exhoctations and warn- 


© ings ; we find, by the ſubſequent part of their hiſtory, that 


they ſoon forgat Gon, who had ſaved them: they forgab 


. his works, and the wonders which he had wrought for 


them in Egypt: yea, in the very generation that ſucceeds 


ed Joſhua, and the Elders who were with him, their chils 
d ren intermatried with the people of the land, and ſerved 


their gods. And, if we trace them through the ſucceeding 
ages, we ſhall find little elſe but one continued ſcene of 
idolatry with its cogcomitant vices, and a provoking of the: 
Eord God to anger till at length, according to the pre» 
diction of Moſes in this very chapter, he expelled them 
from this fertile e GO . the nati- 
ons around. 


Theſe things, my brethreny, are written for our inflruc 


were immediately and primarily delivered, It is our boun- 


den duty, frequently to recollect what God hath done for 


us as a nation, for us as a people, and for each of us as 
inc ividuals. To recollect, I ſay, both the temporal and 
. beſtowed upon us 5. and not to 


Ba 109 =-5 
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7 73 5 
fuffer them to depart from our hearts all the days of our lives. 


And, if we call them properly to mind; it will ſurely excite 


gratitude in us, and this gratitude will thew itſelf in 'obe- 
dience to his laws, and a 'firit adherence to alt that He 


has enjoined, Every individual will, if he thinks at all, 
recollect many wonderful deliverances, and ten thouſand. 
inſtances of God's providential care. _ Particularly they, 


who have been brought out of ſpiritual Egypt, ſhould often 


reflect on the time when they ſerved very bad and hard 


maſters ; their own luſts and carnal appetites : and think how 
God delivered them, and brought their ſouls into a peace 
able habitation, and a ſtate of reft, Then let them join with 


| 


David, and ſay, Bus the Lord, O my Sac, and forget tt 


all his benefits : who hath forgiven thine iniguitica, and heal. 


ed thy diſeaſes : who hath redeemed thy lifayfrom defiruttions 


end crowned thee with loving -lindneſi and tender mercy 1 
From hiſtory we may learn the events of paſt ages: but 
facred hiſtory more eſpecially claims our attention; as it 


informs us of Gop's dealings with the children of men, 


particularly the Ifraclites his favourite people. Here alſo 
we have a true, though a very conciſe account af ſome 
things which came to paſs before the floods. In reading 
theſe things, we ſhould reflect and conſider who it is that 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomſoever 
he will: who raiſeth up one, and putteth down another. 
Tracing the events of antient times, and turning over 


0 © the 
® The Patriarchs before the flood could readily recite to many 


generations, ſuch remarkable events as had happened in their 
days: and thus they ſupplied” the place of hiſtory, Adam was 
243 years cotemporary with Methuſelah, who lived till the flood. 
Methuſelah with Noah 600, and with Shem near 100. Shen 
with Abrabam 150, 2 Liaac” was 50 Years old. 


e 


hepages of biſtor a lod, a liens wank? which few ; 
: have leiſure for: but every one, methinks, ſhould have a 
ſhort ſketch of the hiſtory of his own country fixed in his 


mind: I mean of events, wherein the hand of Gen was 
moſt manifeſt, either by iaflicting judgments, or deliver 


ing from, impending dangers. The preſent opportunity! 
will not allow me time to enumerate many things, to which 
I would call your attention: I ſhall, therefore, leave u 


to reflect at your leiſure. 


But I wiſh more particularly to impreſs your minds with | 
. a ſenſe of what Gop hath done for you as a Body of reli. 


gious people; of what your eyes have ſeen, and many of 
your hearts have felt of the power of Almighty Gop. 


Hath he not called you to be his people, who were not a 


a people? Recollect the Signs and the wonders, which the 


High God bath wrought towards you and let them not 

depart from your hearts all the days of your lives. Beware 
of ingratitude, and Laodicean luke warmneſs. Remember 
the day of your eſpouſals: 


« The gladneſs of that happy day, 

«Oh! may it ever, ever ſtay, 12 | 
« Nor let your Faith forſake its hold, 

Nor hope deoline, nor love grow cold!“ 


But, beſides the things which your eyes have ſeen, I wiſh | | 
you to recolle& and retain what your ears have heard. 
Be not as children, toſſed to and fro with every wind of con» 
trary dotrine : If any man preach any other Geſpel to you © 
than that which hath been preached to you, reject it and 
him. The perilous times, foretold by St. Paul and the 
other Apoſtles, ſeem to be now come ; wherein ſome ſhould 
_ from the Js giving heed to ſeducing Spirits and 

| deftrines © 


mm 


heftrines of devils, Healing liet in  bypecri, ih and others 
ſhould deny the Lord that boug ht them'*. | * 

Maintain the doctrine of juſtification by faith, and of 
good works or holineſs, conſequent to faith; | agreeable' to 
St. Paul's advice to Titus. (Tit. iii. 8.) We muſt judge 
of a trees goodneſs by its fruits: we muſt evidence our | 
faith in our life and conduct; as Abraham did when he 
offered up his ſon Tſaac. St. Paul and St. James may be 
eaſily reconciled, reſpecting faith and works, which muſt 
always go together, This is the doctrine of the Church 
of England i in the rith, 12th, and 13th Articles, and in- 
deed throughout the whole tenor of her Liturgy, Collects, 
Homilies, and Articles. Let not theſe things depart from 
your hearts or minds all the days of your lives. 

But, do not confine theſe things to yourſelves ; ; have 
regard to poſterity, Teach them to your children ; and, 
through them, impart them to other generations yet un- 
born. This is the advice of Moſes, delivered to the I- 
raclites in the latter part of the text; which he enforces , 
again at the ſixth verſe, in the ſixth chapter, ſaying--=- 
Theſe words which I command thee this day, ſhall be in thy 
heart : and thou Halt teach them diligently to thy childrens, 
end ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and 
when thou walkeft by the way, and when thou lig down, 
and when thou riſeſt up. As this opens a very wide and 
extenſive field, I can only touch upon a few particulars at 
preſent ; and that chiefly reſpecting the training up of 
children in the ways of the Lord. | 


III. The 


® See 1 Tim. iv, 1.—2 Tim. fil. 1.— Pet. H. 11 John iv, 1. 
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II. Tbe inſtrucdion of youth. is Jene to\bem duty. 


of the utmoſt importance, both to individuals, and to the 
community at large. But, Who is ſufficient rightly t6 
diſcharge or undertake ſo great, ſo arduous, an office | The 


moſt experienced are more and more convinced of the dif- 


ficulties that occur therein: ; and were one to live to the 
age of Methuſelah, he might Rill learn more and, more of 


this ſcience, and yet be conſcious that he was but a noi e 
after all. Men may eaſily lay down general rules, in this” 
as well as in other things; but great difficulties occur in 
the practical part. A young lad h bas learned ths, 
cheory of Navigation, may readily point out the method to 


be uſed in ſteering a ſhip through the ocean: but he little 


knows the diffculties the poor mariner encounters from 


winds, currents, and tides 3 and the numberleſs dangers 


ariſing from rocks, ſhoals, Whirlpools, and quickſands, | 


One might draw up a code of laws and ftatutes for fome 


very remote nation; but then he ſhould be intimately ac» 


quainted with the nature of the inhabitants, their diſpoſi- 
tions, manners and cuſtoms, and a thouſand circumſtances 


relating to the country, itſelf; otherwiſe his labour is to 


little purpoſe. ] 

He that is acquainted with human nature, is ſenſible 
that it is in a depraved ſtate: that tho' mankind were at 
firſt created upright and good ; yet they are now corrupt 


97 the very far gone from original righteouſneſs.” He is 


convinced that Man is born like a wild afs's colt, and 
drinks in iniquity like woter. But though this it true, 
reſpecting the whole human race; and in this ſenſe we art 
Al alike; yet there is an almoſt infinite variety, as to dif- 
paſitions,-conſtitutions, and temnpers. And this difference 
is not only apparent in the inhabitants of nations, far 

diſtany 
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troy 
Uiſtarit From each other; but in rn | 
the ſame family, yea-children'of the fame parents. 
Hence ariſe many difficulties in the education KP * | 
ſtruction of children; not only in uſeful ſcience and intel 
kQual knowledge; but reſpecting mordts, and turning the 
bias of nature into à right channel; or in training them up 
to anſwer the end of their being, which is the glory of God. 
It is therefore one principal buſineſs of the Parent or In- 
ſtructor, to mark and ſtudy the different tempers and diſs 
poſitions of children as they grow up, and to ſuit their 
inſtruction and diſcipline accordingly. Huſbandmen care 
fully conſider the nature of the ground to be planted or 
ſown ; that they may ſuit the ſeed to the ſoil: fo muſt we 
ſtudy the tempers, in order to conduct nature the way it 
will moſt eaſily go. Each man's mind has ſome peculiari - 
ty, as well as his face, that diſtinguiſhes him from others : 
and there are ſcarcely two ohildren whe can be conducted” 
exactly by the fame method. Every temper may afford 
ſome handle, whereby we may, as it were, take hol · l of. 
them, and ſteer them the maxe eaſily: whereas, by taking a 
contrary method, we ſhall find great difficulty and reluctance. 
This knowledge of their temper, diſpolition, and- capacitys: 
is not acquired in a week, a month, or even a year: and 
therefore it requires a very penetrating e and a. 
perſeveriug attention. | 
But, be it ever rewembered, that tho' much may "Mi Frog 
by early culture and atieation of this Kind; yet God muſt. | 
dleſs our endeavours to cure and reQify a crooked diſyo- 
ſition. We may plant aud water, trim and prune the tree, 
yea and dig about the root too ; and yet 1 when the fruit ap- 
pears and is taſted, it may {till be found to be only a crab, 
To all our other endeav ours, thegefore, we muſt add im- 
1 271 „ | a 101 hr; 
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portunate prayer, to God, faying,, * Lord, 1. feel wy! well 
neſs in this, as well as in other reſpects: I cannot change 
i wn nature ; much leis that of others : I cannot add un 
inch to my ſtature, neither can L. make one hai white os . 
black: I can not bring a clean thing out of an untlean's ? 
but rhou canſt do it-: therefore I beſeech thee to open the in 
underſtanding, and ſeal inſtruction upon the mind of thoſa all 
whom thou haſt given me, and intruſted to my care l Give dit 
them wiſdom, from above, and direct their hearts: in thes 0 
ways of thy laws, and in the works of thy oommandments l CO 
Ihe Apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, among fel 
other relative duties, exhorts parents to bring up theirs me 
ehildren in the inſtruction and. diſcipline of the Lord. The to 
two words uſed. by the: Apoſtle liereſ, are very emphatiouk at 
and comprehenſive. The former ſignifies inſtruction, ob be 
erudition,. and is often:tranſlated«cha/ti/ement or correftion®y an 
God chaſliſeth or correcteth his, children for: their: profity Sp 
For whom: the Lord loueth he correftoth; even as a father ad 
doth his. ſon. in whom he delightetb. Nou e chaftening ge 
(ralhla) for the preſent᷑ ir joyous, butigrieveur ; neverthel E 
afterwards. it yields the peaceable fruit of ng * m 
them who are exerciſed nber ebyt. . 
q Hence it appears, that a degree of ootrection muſt 1 | 5 
x mingled with inſtruction; but it muſt be uſed, with love = 
N and bowels of: compaſſion; in« like manner as God cor- M 
| rects thoſe whom be loves, and doth-not willingly diet the; Y 
|'F children of men. In correction, it is highly neceſſary to. K 
1 obſerve a medium between ſeverity and moroſeneſs on the: 
4 one hand; and too much lenity and remiſſneſs on che other. = 
. 2 nt need of wiſdom and experience, to ſteer Fr 4 
{0 wal ic 445 wy ARE 7 


is * Derived from the verb rad erudio, doceo, caltigos. 
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* 1 
- eſe committed to us, thro” 'this eritical paſſuge! Re 
: Like failing between Scylla and Charybdis, But by fooking © 
to our-great Pilot, we ſhall get through this difficulty als, 
and conduct. dur charge torhe baun where ws would b. 
| The ather word | points out more clearly the kihd o 
inſtruction or diſcipline to be uſed, which the Apoſtle here 
alludes to. It means che dilpoſingy training up, or the 
diſciplining af che mind 2 the lealling it to ĩts proper object, 
feſſion or employment. And: to this they add ſome refitic- 
went of mangerg 2 give then an udreſe to \qualify:them —© | | 
at Court on 2 Leævee-day. But, ahangh theſe things may 
be proper in their place, when kent within due böouhds, 
and in a certain degree: yet there is within us an immortal 
Spirit, which we ſhould chiefly cultivate, and ſee that it be 
adorned with white raiment, and fitted to mingle with the 
general afſembly of the firfl-born tubeſe namet arewritten in 
Heaven. It behoves us to: cultivate the mind in ſuch 2 
manner, that the Soul may be united 46 God, and dwell 
with him for ever. Therefore the Apoſtle faith, bring 
them up, in the diſcipline of the Lord: chat is, in fach a 
manner, as to qualify them to enter into the royal preſence: 
to ſtand before JEHovAn, the . Monarch of: che 
| Univerſe, emphatically called the, Loan; becauſt he is 
King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
The time we live in has been called by ſome: the age vf 
| Reaſon : but I fear it may wich truth he fad, that Infidelity | 
and a contempt for religion at the ſame time: very much 
abound. I am jealous with a godly jealouly over the ring 
| | Ca generation; 
 <vdiola, derived from my, mens, and vi0yus pono, diſpone. 
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| parents. It bas been faid that theſe are commonly woile 
1 more hardened than others. I hope it is not a genetal 
[ caſe; but is probably very often: too-much-ſoy/: This ob 
4 3 eee may ld . eee ee 
7 may be the cauſe. x b, » x 640006 
1 mg fxculey'of- Rache in aan bo bebe 
i bers ide mhith_dikioguithes: kin from: rl: 


__ - but it ſeems that Dovetion more properly makes the dif- 
n eee For, ſome brutes diſcover; in many inſtance, 
great acuteneſs and fagacity ; but never the leaſt ſymp. 
tom of devotion, Whereas the moſt rude and uncultivatid 
-- of the human race, that have yet been diſcovered in any 
nation, have ſhewu em- figns- of devotion; tho“ m maily 
af them it is execeding groſs and abſurd. From gende 
| appears the uſefulneſs and neceſfity of infuſing good prin- 
- ciples into the mind, arid of forming it to early badits or 
devotion and religion. do, not admit that” man comes 
- into the world (eb raſa}: Hke a ſheet of fair and un- 
© writtet! paper; for, alas * whoever has ſtudied: human m- 
rure, and bonfidered infarits, even when at their mother 

+ breaſt; muſt confeſs, that they have "ſtrong bias ts won 
* We- eee eee | 
But here ſome pious and well meaning parents, who 
nee, than knowledge,” in attempting to turn the 
2dias of nature into a right channel, have taken a wrong 
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| method, Like young converts, who think to convert their 
[] | relations and old acquaintance all at once ; theſe parents 
. ant to make their children pure and holy in a trice: and 
= (they keep them ſo much at religious duty both at home 
1 "  randabroad, and cauſe them 10 read fo much, chat the) get 
. en averſion to it, and eſteem that a mere drudgery, which | 
25 | r 
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5 and always oil be the moſt Feat nps 
* Fife. © As they grow up, the averſion Increaſes ; und tho” 
they may have acted the hypocrite for a time, thro*\fear of 
che paretits ; by and by they throw off the maſk, _ 


- feſs themſelves open Inſidels. 'Pethaps ĩmproper conduct * 


in cheir parents or other profefing Cbiriſtians, may kave 
contributed to this ĩnfidelity; and'they at length concluded 
1 N* 4 HERPES 4e 
. ons 


1 they muſt not expect good fruit from itz 
all. that they wiſhꝰ for, until He chat made their ch. 
- dreny creates them anew. - In devotibn, as well as in 

other things, it would be well to mix the pleaſing and the 
e ee eee eee 


« wiſdom's ways are ways of plraſantneſi, and all Bur paths 


are peace. It is true, that diſeipline and ſom ddetefte + 


meaſures muſt be uſed; but then, as was bintec before, 


let it be done in moderation: let mildneſs an bene | 


J nl 
9 


- win their affections, whilſt you enlighten their“ 8 
4 And never take the harſher W ß 
When love will do the deco” :- 
extreme. They uſe no reſtraint, nor check hs 2 nN 
growth of vice in their children. Hence their paiſioiis get 


every day more difficult. Then their reaſon being lulſed 
into a fatal ſecurity, and the ſoul left without its rudder, 
they glide down the ſtream with others, till they are daſhed 


, againſt, the rocks, or ſwallowed. pI 


1 4 


everlaſting deſtruction. 


What eee eee 


tute of natural affection, ſecing they entail vice and miſery 


% 


| frength z habit oonſirms them, and makes a reformation | 


upon 


J 


We” daß 3 
enn tha who ſhould be maſt dar to PREP 


Vnnatural, ſo they are void e 

bee bail bis ſon: but be that lvotb him, chateneth b 
bine, They ape likewiſe moſt imprudent, laying ub 

.* che profligacy and diſobedience of their childreny the ſharp-, 
n 


They are alſo bad citizens, ern a wicked race #6 
Gong. Society, 07 74 
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Hutz cg this eee eee ae 
Bad example z and thus become doubly guilty in the ſicbt 
"of God and map, ,, Example. has great influence; but che 
mis fortune is, we are more inclined to follow the evil than | 
offs good: What an account will ſuch parents have to give 
in the day of judgment | They will not only have t0 an- 
ſwer for cheir own Ins; but, in a great degree, for thoſe,of. 
on ſcif-condlemning conſcience; but will de upbraided bx 
thoſe vrho ſprung from their oun bowels, in ſuch pungent 
Language as this. , I was. ignorant, and you inſtructed me 
not. I made myſelf vile, and you reſtrained me not. Von 
did not train me up f0 che exrirgile»of piety and devotionz Sf 
und therefore I lived without Cod in the world. Nay, yon 
it _ . ſhewed me a bad example af gow. ang 
I. ' > , perlaſling burnings i! „ahn M 
{8 Perhaps the fault tay lie more in eee 
eber and that, either reſpecting example, or the man- 
eur of inſtruction. It is of the utmoſt importance that che 
[ | manner and method of inſtruction: becauſe if they diſagree, 
| the child will be materially injured, - If they differ in any.” | 
| zelpeR, they ſhould kalk of it in private ; and let the child | | 


e 


MT barw-aotting about it; ns enore bebe. 
2 1 ears nay it «i F-: 
"Mr e by addreng apalk ful ges 
who ate young who are come, in ſome degree, to the 
| exerciſe of their reafon. Let me exhort and intreat 
10 honour your parents: attend to their precepts and in- 
fruction: xyeverence their grey hairs, and ſtrive to ſupport 
them in declining nature. Refle&t what anxiety and la- 
bour they underwent for you, when ye were incapable of 
helping: yourſelves : feel ſor them in their ſickneſs, —_— 
eee leg þ 
| Ye are now in the morning of life, active and vigorous = 
give all diligence then to be poſſeſſed of thoſe graces; th 
will lied luſtre around: you here, and will bloom to all 
eternity. Pray that God may give you his grace, may'make 
you plants of renown, and fit you for the work he'haths 
ealled you to do. Pray that he may make- you uſeful mem 
bers of the community, faithfub citizens of your Eomntry,. 
and ſervants to your God. lu a word, that he may make 
you living Temples of the Holy Spirit, the preſent orna- 
ments of the earth, and the future inhabitants of heaven. 
I would next addreſs myſelf to thoſe who are farther ad- 
vaneed in years, but not married; and to ſuch who, thoughs 
married, have not children. To ſuch 1 would fay, Take 
bead to rhyſelß, and keep thy fawl dili gentiy : but be wate ef 
forming too haſty a judgment of parents, reſpecting their 
conduct towards their children. Perhaps the fault lies in 
_ the child, perhaps in the parent, perhaps partly in both: 
ain; ſee the difficulties that are to be over 
Be modeſt, therefore, and ſay but little upon the 
djd as mem. They who are leaſt experienced in this, 
as well as in other things, are very often the moſt confident, 
Ve know the old proverb;---< Bachelors' wives, and maid- 
ens children?” are the moſt perfect beings upon earth : dut 


Laſtly, . *. 
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l beed to your outward conduct and intercourſe with en 


 cdugus the tack be ha 90 are called to undertake 3; Af 
. , Ever great the croſs, which ye muſt take up: yet. rely-a 
bis word, who has promiſed to ſupport you, and will 7 0 
more upon you than he will enable you to bear. "His 8 4 
s ever near to inſtruct you, in teaching others, partieulaiiſ 


anxious that your children ſnould he paſſaſſed of a graut 
FFF 


ous within: that ye may have on the wedding garment, ther 
8 white robe which will never tarniſh ; nay, which will in- : 


ctedſe in luſtre, when the pagemitry and empty phmp ll 


"| td math craves sys = 
to conſider the relative ſtation in which ye ſtand, re . 
Fuß fellow citizens and our "countryriens; wee 
members of a religious and thoſe of your" owl 
-bodfhold. In all'theſe reſpects, ye are called upon d 


and your ſecret walk with the Searcher of hearts-. 
ſituation is of the greateſt importance: therefore tren 
up grace and der- e ur own minds, and as f 
you can, communicate them to others, eſpecially; to 
children, and through them to poſterity. And, however, 


thoſe of your own family. And, if ye and. they are fu 
to the grace and to the light given; Oh! ae 
hobour that will be conferred on you beth, when * ky 
ſtand before the throne in the new Jeruſalem! Are 


carriage, and an elegance of manners, in ordet to app 
a genterl company?! Let me excite in you a noblet amb 
tion: that ye and your children may be adorned with u meat 


Th. ty d with humility and love, . 91 6 
. 188 With every Au ue tis beights'; : v2 
Be ambitious that ye and your children may be H 


Courts, and the ſplendor of diamonds ſhall de no mote 
Be amiditious to be able to ſay to the Kino oF Kiowa 
Bun ov eee ee and, RS Ions. thou 
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